long-term disposition of fissile materials) can be accomplished. This includes the relation of these steps to the timing of other relevant international events, such as Ukrainian nuclear weapons decision making and the April 1995 NPT extension conference.
2.  Transparency, that is, the degree to which it can be demonstrated to relevant members of the international community (including Russia, the United States, the other former Soviet states with nuclear weapons on their soil, other declared and undeclared nuclear-weapon states, and non-nuclear-weapon states) that steps that have been announced, ranging from retirement of deployed weapons through dismantlement, storage, and long-term disposition, are in fact being carried out.
3.  Constraints, that is, the degree to which states such as the United States and Russia accept limits on their nuclear weapons capabilities that would be difficult and costly to reverse (thus strengthening the arms reduction regime and demonstrating their compliance with the NPT requirement for negotiating in good faith toward disarmament) and that parallel in some respects the constraints imposed on other countries in the name of nonproliferation (thus reducing the discrimination inherent in the nonproliferation regime and improving prospects for approval of an indefinite or long-term extension of the NPT and strengthened safeguards).
The relation of these issues to a reductions and transparency regime for nuclear weapons and fissile materials is discussed in more detail in Chapter 4.
Standards
Characterizing the security risks of the various disposition options in the ways just described will provide insight into the areas of greatest risk within each option and a basis for comparing overall risk among options. These comparisons will inevitably be judgmental because they involve different attributes and classes of risk and opportunity, many of which can only be characterized in a general way. There is no defensible way to compute a single quantitative index of overall risk for each option; doing so would require agreeing on numerical values and relative weights for each relevant characteristic and threat. are for illustrative purposes only; actual dimensions are classified.
